The data of this article is related to the original article entitled "An expert-based approach to assess the potential for local people engagement in nature conservation: The case study of the Niassa National Reserve in Mozambique" [1], published in Journal for Nature Conservation. The dataset is from an online and selfadministrated survey with 55 experts aware of conservation policies and incentives under implementation in the Niassa National Reserve (NNR), the largest protected area in the country and thirdlargest in Africa. The survey included four sections of both compulsory and non-compulsory questions, mostly in closedended Likert-scale. In the first section, experts were asked about the main practices that threaten biodiversity conservation in the NNR, the actors who are directly and indirectly responsible for each practice, and the reasons for local people's involvement with those practices. The second section was about the effectiveness and limitations of the current compensation measures to engage local residents with conservation-friendly practices. In the third section, respondents were asked to select new measures to DOI of original article: https://doi.
enhance the current conservation status and engage local people more effectively in conservation. The last section was about the socio-economic profile of respondents. The survey was conducted from June to September 2017. The paper includes the survey itself, raw data in an Excel spreadsheet, descriptive analysis, crosstabulation and Post Hoc cellwise tests (goodness of fit). Data are provided for public use and can serve as a benchmark for collaboration in order to conduct more comprehensive research, comparative analysis as well as panel data can be derived. This data can also have applications in other fields such as mathematics, statistics, and computation.
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Data
The dataset of this article is related to experts' views about conservation policies and incentives implemented at Niassa National Reserve (NNR). The questionnaire used to generate the dataset is presented in Appendix A. Raw Excel dataset is online available on mendely data (https://data. mendeley.com/datasets). The detailed information regarding the profile of respondents is presented in Table 1 . Table 2 presents more detailed information about the socio-demographic information of respondents. Table 3 presents the different rating scales used for each major themes; Tables 4e8 are  the post-hoc cellwise comparisons between major themes with meaningful explanation; and Table 9 Specifications The questionnaire can be replicable and improved in future studies; Data can be analysed on different ways to come up with other possible scenarios to advise decision-makers and conservation experts on how to improve conservation of protected areas in developing countries; Data can also be used in other fields, including statistics and computer sciences.
presents a post-hoc cellwise test between experts' level of education and the level of improvement of different attributes after implementation of new proposed measures.
Experimental design, materials and methods
Data were obtained from experts highly involved in the design and implementation of conservation measures in Mozambique. The criteria used to select the experts were the following: (1) have worked Table 1 Organizations from which the surveyed respondents were selected.
Organization
Number of respondents (%) experts is presented in Table 2 . The questionnaire used to generate the dataset is presented in Appendix A. An online and self-administrated survey was presented to experts engaged in conservation in the NNR, in both Portuguese (Mozambican National Language) and English. The survey's main aim was to collect experts' perceptions and opinions on conservation-related issues, namely: (i) main practices threatening conservation in the NNR and those responsible for each practice; (ii) the reasons for local people's involvement with practices threatening conservation; (iii) effectiveness and limitations of current compensation measures to engage local people in conservation; and (iv) new measures that can be proposed to enhance conservation on the reserve. The survey also included a section on the socio-economic profile of respondents. The response rate was 68.76%, with two non-valid responses, that were dropped from the analysis. The survey was coded in different rating scales depending on the question being analysed, according to the Excel spreadsheet and Table 3 . Most of the questions were taken from the literature and brainstorming with a selected group of experts who have deep knowledge about conservation in NNR and other related conservation areas in the country. More detailed information about all the topics is available in Table 3 [1] . Respondents' ratings were first analysed through principal components for dimension reduction and subsequently to detect clusters structures. To understand whether there was any relationship between different views of respondents in all major themes, a crosstabulation between clusters was tested based on Fisher's Exact test and Asymptotic Person's Chi-Square [15, 16] . When a significant relationship was detected, a post-hoc cellwise test (goodness-of-fit) was performed in order to find those attributes most significant for the association, and spell out the meaning of those relationships, based on the adjusted standardized residuals and adjusted alpha (a) [17e19]. The same technique was applied between clusters of major themes and socio-economic profile of respondents to understand whether their socio-economic background can also explain the points of views of respondents concerning major themes. Data from the post-hoc test is available in Tables 4e9 For more detailed information about the methodology see Mbanze et al. (2019) [1] . 
